Hudson Bay Company Has 
First Settlement In Area 


(This history of Washougal 
from 1885 “Illustrated History 
of Clarke County, Washington 
Territory,” property of Clark 
Kersey , Camas.) 

The settlement of this 
portion of Clarke county, 
other than that mentioned 
elsewhere as made by the 
Hudson Bay Company, was 
begun with the location of 
David C. Parker, in 1845, on a 
claim a little below the present 
town-site on the northern bank 
of the Columbia River, and 
here he erected a log cabin and 
occupied it with his wife and 
four children. 

His next action was to clear 
a quarter of an acre of land in 
the vicinage of his dwelling, 
which he planted with 
potatoes, procuring the seed 
from the stores of the 
“Company” at Vancouver. He 
died in 1858, leaving his widow 
to mourn his loss. The good 
lady, now 47, still survives her 
husband and lives on the home 
farm with her daughter, Mrs. 
A. J. Wiley. 


In 1846, an addition to! 


the little community was made 
further up the Columbia by 
two men named Doan and 
White, who also built a log 
cabin for themselves, but they 
did not remain long residents 


of the district. Their house 
stood on land that is now the 
property of Messrs. Russel and 
Shepherd. 

Next to arrive was Joseph 
Gibbons. Coming to Clarke 
County, Nov. 17, 1847, he 
settled on the Columbia river, 
near the mouth of a creek 
which. has since borne his 
name, transporting his family 
down the river from The Dalles 
by boat, the pioneer himself 
drove his cattle along the 
northern bank in quest of a 
spot that would suit his 
requirements. 


After some more weary 
trudging he called a halt, gazed 
at the prospect which lay 
before him in the rich bottom 
lands of the Columbia. “Here is 
the spot I have long sought,” 
he cried, and there he 
determined to make his future 
home. Finding the land was for 
sale, he immediately purchased 
it from the original owner, 
James White, who took up the 
claim in 1845, proceeded to 


Vancouver, and returning with 
his son Edward, hired Charles 
Carter and erected a log cabin 
18 by 20 feet, paying therefor 
$15. He moved his family into 
it in December, 1847. 

In 1849 Richard Ough 
located a claim not far from 
that of Mr. Parker; in 1850, 
there arrived J. Duncan; and in 
1854, J. E. C. Durgin. 

The town of Washougal is 
situated on the Columbia river, 
about 19 miles above the 
mouth of the Willamette and 
one mile and a half to the east 
of the point where the creek 
from which it derives its name 
joins the great river. Its 
founder is J. E. C. Durgin who 
with his wife donated the land 


for its use, and, April 2, 1880,. 


had it mapped and platted by 
Alexander’ McAndrew. The 
record bears date May 6, 1880. 

In that year Mr. Durgin 
erected his residence and the 
store building now standing 
alongside of his new and 
commodious edifice, while, 
that same year A. H. Kersey, 


built his dwelling to the west 
of the store just mentioned, 
and, a little further on, came 
the habitations of Andrew 
Fletcher and E. A. Bailey. With 
this very substantial start in 
1881 we find the number of 
houses increased by two 
blacksmith shops, a saddle and 
harness shop, a butcher’s shop 
and the hotel construction by 
Fritz Broun. 

In the year 1880 a good 
wharf was built at Washougal, 
and this point has since 
become the terminus of the 
steamboat, “Calliope,” while 
the regular Portland traders, 
such as the “Traveler” and 
‘Dixie Thomspon,” make 
landings on their upward and 
downward trips. In 1880, also, 
a warehouse measuring 24 by 
40 feet was erected for the 
convenience of storage, and so 
great a necessity was it found 
to be that a new building 30 by 


40 feet in dimensions was 
substituted for it, the wharf 
being at the same time 
enlarged. 


